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Blindness, Blessings, and a Brother’s Deceit
I. Family Dynamics During the Patriarchal/Matriarchal Era: A General Observation
Il. The Battle for the Blessing

A. The Cause

N 219 N'YUNKI]
APV IR NANNR NP2 190 T'X D 1YY NIXK 7NX 2nR' (ND)
28 And Yitzchak loved Esav, for he did eat of his game; and Rivka loved Yaakov.
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1 And it was, when Yitzchak had become old, and his eyes dimmed from seeing, and he called

Esav his elder son, and said unto him: '‘My son'; and he said unto him: '‘Here | am.’

e What is the difference between Yitzchak’s love and Rivka’s love as described in the text?
e How can we understand Yitzchak’s preference for Esav?
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B. The Plan
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6 And Rivka had said to Yaakov her son, saying: 'Behold, | heard your father speak to your
brother, saying: 7 Bring me game and make me delicacies, and | will eat, and | will bless you
before Hashem before my death. 8 And now, my son, listen to my voice to that which |
command you. 9 Please go to the flock, and fetch me from there two choice young kids of the
goats; and | will make of them delicacies for your father, as he loves; 10 and you will bring it to
your father, and he will eat, so that he may bless you before his death.'
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e What is the power of a blessing?
e What if a blessing is erroneously given?
e What about the morality of such a plan?

C. A Possible Global Approach
7D 19 N'UKXI2
717" 1272 WK NTY NN 2 NN DR KR INDNAY IFTA2 NN DR DY pwt wan (1)
JUMI AT 201 YIRD nwni 0w 70n 'R0 )7 N (nd)
AKX )X AR 127 1INNYT YRR 1A DN DMK )7 1NN INNY' 0y 1myt ()
N2 NN
27And he came near, and kissed him. And he smelled the fragrance of his raiment, and blessed
him, and said: See, the fragrance of my son is as the fragrance of a field which Hashem has
blessed. 28 And may God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and
abundant grain and wine. 29 Peoples will you, and nations will bow down to you. Be a lord over
thy brethren, and your mother's sons will bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you,

and blessed be those who bless you.

e What’s missing in this bracha?
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1 And Yitzchak called Yaakov, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him: 'You shall not
take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Betuel
thy mother's father; and take for yourself a wife from there from the daughters of Lavan thy
mother's brother. 3 And may God Almighty bless you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you,
and may you be a congregation of peoples; 4 and may He grant you the blessing of Avraham, to
thee, and to your offspring with you; that you may possess the land of your sojourns, that God

gave unto Abraham.'

e What does this second blessing teach us about Yitzchak’s approach towards his
children and Rivka’s disagreement with Yitzchak?
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IV. The Morality
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12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall be as a mocker in his eyes; and | will bring upon

myself a curse, and not a blessing."'
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14 And he went, and fetched, and brought to his mother; and his mother made delicacies, such

as his father loved.

e What does the text indicate concerning Yaakov’'s mindset?
e But still, can we justify the actions of Rivka and Yaakov? Do the ends justify the means?
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And Esav said to Yaakov, “Give me some of that red stuff to gulp down, for I am
famished” —which is why he was named Edom.
And Yaakov said, “Sell, as this day, your birthright to me.”
And Esav said, “l am at the point of death, so of what use is my birthright to me?”
And Yaakov said, “Swear to me as this day.” And he swore to him, and sold his birthright to
Yaakov.

And Yaakov then gave Esav bread and lentil stew; he ate and drank, and rose and went
away, and thus did Esav spurn the birthright.

e Are the blessing and the birthright synonymous? Are they connected?

e Are there other defenses for Rivka and Yaakov’s actions? What’s “fair in love and
war?

e Butstill, Does Yaakov lie? What is the spectrum of rabbinic opinion? If he does, are
there ramifications?
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And Lavan said: “we don’t do things like that here, to give the younger before the older.”




